


The true essence of Durga Puja flourishes through the creation of a successful Pujabarshiki. It is the
fragrance of the autumn festival of unity and culture. The weather becomes palatable, the sky
becomes a fluffy cloudy pillow when the Pujabarshiki opens before our eyes. This
immaculate amalgamation of emotions is the driving force of our Pujabarshiki, Berlin Barshiki. Berlin
Barshiki is one of the fragments of many emotions. Emotions of Bengal, emotions of India.

This year’s Berlin Barshiki is a sky full of colors. Colors of poetry, colors of stories, colors of
photography and painting. The editorial committee is grateful to the creators and readers for
painting this dream beautifully.

We are truly overwhelmed by the generosity of the Indian Embassy. Ignite e.V. expresses its
gratitude to the Editorial committee members, Dipanjan Das, Sayak Saha, and Pooja Sur Saha. We
cannot thank enough Tanmay Mandal for designing the Berlin Barshiki cover.
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A few words about our Berlin Barshiki Cover Designer

Tanmay Mandal is an auto-didactic artist from India currently based in Prague, Czech
Republic. His lust for art propelled me from the land of spices to the land of castles. Each day i
s a journey to satisfy wild, unbridled curiosity through intense training and skill development.
Started his career in 2010 with games but now he believes that “Life is a canvas waiting to be
crafted with a million colors.”
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A Message from the President: Igniting Growth and Nurturing Unity

PTVT N | Greetings to all members, supporters, and well-wishers of our
¥ esteemed organisation,
As | reflect upon our journey over the past three years, | am filled with
immense pride and gratitude for the remarkable growth we have
achieved. From humble beginnings, Ignite has evolved into a vibrant
community of over 120 members, united by our shared passion for
culture, tradition, and unity. Our remarkable progress reflects the
dedication and enthusiasm of every individual who has been a part of
this incredible journey.

Igniting Growth and Maturity

Our journey has been one of growth, learning, and evolution. From our inception, Ignite has
blossomed into a community that stands as a testament to our collective commitment. We have
strived to become more mature, both in our outlook and in our endeavours . Each experience has
added to our depth, and each challenge has contributed to our strength. Our collective wisdom has
guided us towards embracing new opportunities and setting higher benchmarks.

Cultural Enrichment Through Diversity

Over time, we have successfully established our presence within the Berlin community. With an
average of 14 events annually, we have seamlessly woven cultural threads, infusing the vibrant
tapestry of Bengali heritage into the rich cultural fabric of Germany. It is with immense pride that we
share that Ignite brought Bengali films to Germany for the first time, providing a unique cinematic
experience to our audience.

A Bridge to Unity

Our association's involvement in the Indian National Day Celebration Committee has further solidified
our role as a conduit of cultural unity. By gathering diverse Bengali rituals and practices under a single
umbrella, Ignite has served as a beacon of unity and integration. This endeavour aligns with our larger
vision of creating a 'home away from home' for our members, ensuring they find a supportive
community in a foreign land.

Celebrating Our Third Durga Puja

As we approach our third Durga Puja celebration, our excitement knows no bounds. This annual
festivity has grown in significance, and this year's plans are grander than ever. In addition to the
traditional rituals, we are preparing to host food festivals that will tantalise the senses and bring our
community closer. We also intend to express our heartfelt gratitude to the dedicated members who
invest their time and effort to ensure the success of this cherished event.

A Heartfelt Thank You

Lastly, | extend my deepest gratitude to the people of Berlin for embracing our culture with open arms.
Your support has encouraged us to dream bigger, reach higher, and work harder. It is through our
collective efforts that we continue to foster an environment of acceptance, respect, and unity.

In closing, | invite you all to join hands as we embark on this journey of celebration, culture, and unity.
Together, let's continue to ignite the spark of cultural growth and spread the warmth of togetherness.

With heartfelt regards,
Abhijit Saha

President, Ignite e.V.
Berlin, Germany



Ignite e.V. : A Bengali Oasis in the heart of Berlin

I've been in Germany for more than a decade, but it's the first time I've been a part of a
Bengali organisation of this scale. Let me give you the lowdown on what it's like to be part of this
awesome crew and how it's been shaping my outlook on culture, tradition, and all that good stuff.

Being part of the Bengali community in Germany is like stepping into a whole new world of culture
and traditions. We're all about celebrating Durga Puja in style, complete with cultural spectacles, lots
of delicious food and of course a lot of adda. These traditions have not only connected me with my
roots but have also made me feel like I've found my people. A lot of it has also been about cultural
exchange. The Germans and other expats here have been pretty keen on learning about our festivals
and traditions. They get right into it, attending our events, and some have even picked up the
Bengali language. The intercultural interaction has not only fostered a stronger sense of unity
among the Bengalis in Berlin but has also established a valuable connection between our community
and the local German cultural milieu.

Also, let's talk about food — because that's always a highlight, right? The smell of biryani, the taste of
rasgulla, and the comfort of dal and fish curry — it's like a culinary dream come true. Whenever
we meet in groups, it's a feast every time. Sharing these mouthwatering meals with friends has
become a heartwarming tradition. It's like a little slice of home right here in Germany.

Preserving our language and culture holds great significance for me. It's pretty cool to see the
younger generation speaking Bengali and understanding our cultural heritage, keeping the language
alive for years to come. It's like a secret code we all share.

Living abroad can be a rollercoaster, but communities like Ignite can make your journey a lot easier.
We've had each other's backs, helped with settling into this new place, and tried to support one
another through thick and thin. So, there you have it — my life as part of the Bengali community in
Germany for the past three years. It's been a wild ride filled with culture, food, language, and some
pretty amazing people. I'm stoked to see where this journey takes us next, knowing that I've got this
fantastic community by my side.

Suparno Dutta
Secretary, Ignite e.V.
Berlin, Germany



FEASTING FOR THE

INDIQUE

SOUL: TH

In the bustling streets of Berlin, where
history meets modernity, there lies a
culinary oasis that stands as a testament to
India's rich gastronomic heritage. Nestled in
an enclave that pulsates with diverse
cultures, The Indique emerges not just as
another Indian restaurant but as an
embodiment of a philosophy that Indian
food carries within itself—a wholesome
experience that transcends borders and
palates. As we gear up for the fervor of the
upcoming Durga Puja, let's explore how The
Indique is a cultural and culinary landmark
for the Indian community and, indeed, for
all residents of Berlin and beyond.

F P iz

Authenticity Meets European
Elegance

What sets The Indique apart is its unflinching
commitment to authenticity. But make no
mistake, this isn't just mimicking age-old recipes.
Here, authenticity evolves. The chefs at The
Indique are culinary alchemists, fusing the
potent magic of Indian spices with European
finesse. It's a gastronomic theatre where each
dish is a headliner and every bite is a standing
ovation.

Beyond the Curries: A Holistic
Experience

Indian cuisine has often been misunderstood as
a curry-based fusion of spice and heat, a
stereotype that The Indique dispels. At The
Indique, you get authentic Indian dishes that are
not usually served outside India. Our menu
reflects the rich tapestry of India's diverse food
culture, offering a humble yet curated glimpse
into the nation's culinary diversity.

2 INDIQUE

Palate Diversity: A Menu for
Everyone

While the chefs honor the traditions, they are not
prisoners to them. Recognizing the global palate,
especially for those who may find Indian cuisine too
strong for their palate, The Indique's menu offers an
assortment of dishes tailored to varying tastes.
Whether you are a vegetarian, non-vegetarian, or
vegan, you'll find that the menu is an open invitation
to a diverse culinary experience.

Elevating the Experience: Pairings and
Ambiance

A meal at The Indique is not just about food; it's a
curated experience. The wines and accompaniments
are chosen meticulously to amplify the flavors and
complete your dining affair. And it's not just the food
and drink that captivate your senses; the ambiance—
sophisticated yet inviting—plays its part to perfection.

And in the End!

So as the aroma of incense fills the air and the
rhythmic beats of dhak herald the arrival of Durga
Puja, why not embark on a culinary pilgrimage to The
Indique? Here, every dish tells a story, every flavor is a
celebration, and every meal is a journey—right in the
heart of Berlin.

Come be a part of this extraordinary culinary tapestry.
After all, nothing unites people like good food and

great memories. .

Bon Appétit and Shubho Durga Puja!
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After the rain
SWARNAVA GHOSH

Bangalore, India

The rain stopped falling, the sky is still dark. | see
the water trickling down the tree bark. Water
shines like a diamond on the grass.
| look out my window through the glass.
| smell the intoxicating earthy smell... Everything
stopped and fell under a spell.

A gentle cold breeze frisks by,

A dragonfly comes out to fly.

Everything looks fresh and lively.

It washed away the dirt nicely.

All this happened in a small garden of mine. | see
my flowers blush like a red wine.

This feeling of contentment and peace, All my
burden and worries suddenly cease. Rain is the
harbinger of a feeling,

The word to describe that is healing.

20
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Black & White Gems of Bangla Cinema From The Golden Era
Anibroto Sarkar

Berlin, Germany

When we exclusively talk about the Golden era of Bangla cinema, we address the time when
Bangla cinema was at its peak. The period loosely considered between 1952 to 1975 marked
an era that not only elevated Bangla films in stature, but also catapulted Indian cinema in
general to an International platform. Within that time frame, 11 Bangla movies won the Indian
National Award for best film.During that period, Bangla films were not just being remade in
Hindi, but popular Bangla songs too were being adapted for a larger Bollywood audience.Also
at that period, Bangla movies were also making their mark in various film festivals around the
globe, primarily with the contributions from Legendary Satyajit Ray, Ritwik Ghatak and
Mrinal Sen.

Even though the Golden age of Bangla films has become almost synonymous with names of
Ritwik-Mrinal and Satyajit, and even if any remote mention of classic Bangla films resurfaces
the names of these legends in memory before anyone else’s, it would be ignorant to assume
that quality content in Bangla cinema came from only select few. The fact that popular literature
and media have somehow failed to look beyond the shadows of these stalwarts while dealing
with this era, has largely attributed to this.

As a result, in the Bangla community itself, we somehow forgot the unsung heroes of the
Bangla industry. To us, Bangla films of golden era only reminds us of marvels like Pather
Panchali, Apur Sansar, Meghe Dhaka Tara, Bhuvan Shome, etc; comedies like Sare Chuattor,
Bosonto Bilap and sometimes even the legendary pairing of Uttam-Suchitra. But, as the dust
of time kept getting thicker, we somehow kept forgetting that there existed an ensemble of
versatile storytellers par excellence like Tapan Sinha and Tarun Majumdar; that there were
acting giants like Rabi Ghosh and Anup Kumar; and that there were outstanding character
actors like Pahari Sanyal and Bikas Roy who’s contributions to Bangla cinema speak for
themselves even after many decades of their fading away.

Let’s revisit and take a look at some unique gems from the Golden era of Bangla cinema, not
directed by the legendary R-M-S which deserve more appreciation. The list is not in anmy
specific ordere, but if you havent seen any of these, we would strongly recommend watching
these masterpieces.

PALATAK (1963)
Director: Jatrik (Tarun Majumdar, Sachin Mukherjee, Dilip Mukherjee)
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Released in 1963 this film has the distinction of having 3 directors in its credits. This story of
a bohemian man, who has the habit of escaping without notice was directed by Tarun
Majumdar, Sachin Mukherjee and Dilip Mukherjee. Much before we had a wanderlust bitten
Bunny from Yeh Jawani Hai Diwani, we had our very own Basanta Chattuje who by breaking
the bonds of commitment, keeps roaming around, trying to find new people and see new places
with a lasting persuit for happiness. Basanta leaves behind the comfort zone of a rich life, and
escapes hoping to see the world in a new light.The film was written by Manoj Basu with Tarun
Majumdar himself while he was still a part of Jatrik.

The performance by Anup Kumar, who won a BFJA for this film, is a timeless work of
brilliance, so much that sometimes it pains to see how this gem of an actor was underutilized
in Bangla films. Apart from Anup Kumar, the film also boasts of terrific acting performances
by Sandhya Roy, Anubha Gupta and Ruma Guha Thakurta.But befgore we move on, it will be
a crime to not mention its cult music by the legendary Hemanta Mukhopadhyay. Though
“Jibanpurer Pathik re bhai” may still be an unparalleled classic melody by the standards of
music, but “Krishna kalo andhaar kalo” and “Mon je amar Kemon Kemon kore” are some other
tracks that give it a run for its money in this wonderful though criminally underrated album.

HARMONIUM (1976)
Director: Tapan Sinha

The film, written and directed by legendary filmmaker Tapan Sinha, is a simple tale of fate.
The film follows the journey of a harmonioun as it changes hands and the way it becomes the
reason for trouble everywhere it goes. A story where an object becomes the pivotal part of the
narrative with the lives and circumstances of the characters weaved around it, is something we
have seen recently in Kaushik Ganguly’s Laptop. But, what stands out in this film is the subtle
and delicate handling of the character’s emotions and the brilliant execution of a layered
narrative which was way ahead of its time.The presence of actors like Samit Bhanja, Anil
Chatterjee, Asit Baran, Chaya Devi and Santosh Dutta show how a magnificent ensemble of
character actors can work together to let the story take centre stage while each playing crucial
roles at their own levels.

The music for the film was composed by the director Tapan Sinha himself and showcases the
multifaceted talent of the legend. The movie is a striking yet simple example of the fact that a
story well told can work wonders even witout the peresence of stars in it.
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MARUTIRTHA HINGLAJ (1959)
Director: Bikash Roy

Directed by Bikash Roy, the movie is based on a travelogue by Kalikananda Abadhut. It is an
adventure drama which follows a religious but dangerous journey to a sacred temple at Hinglaj
where a group of pilgrims travel to wash off their sins.

Bikash Roy donning the hat of both the director and the lead character delivered a performance
that made the character immortal on celluloid despite the presence of Mahanayak Uttam
Kumar. Anil chatterjee’s acting as Rooplaal and Sabitri chatterjee’s portrayal of dying Kunti
is brilliant to say the least.The film was too ambitious for its time in the late 1950s, when it
was almost unthinkable to make an adventure-survival drama in a regional
language.Nervertheless, the films was not only made, but captured stunning visuals of the
dessert as a raw and barren land making it another character in the story.The film has withstood
the test of time, and is remmembered not only for its achievement in cinematic excellence, but
also for the sheer determination of its makers that made it a landmark film that it is today.

SESH ANKA (1963)
Director: Haridas Bhattacharaya
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Sesh Anka showcases a different side of Uttam Kumar’s portrayal of heroism. Directed by
Haridas Bhattacharaya and inspired by the 1958 British film Chase a crooked shadow, tells the
story of a woman who surprisingly shows up in a man’s second wedding and claims to be his
dead wife.

The masterstroke played by writers Haridas Bhattacharya and Raj Kumar Moitra is that of
changing the character of the uninvited dead-brother in the original to that of an uninvited dead-
wife. The film is unarguably considered to be one of the best thrillers ever made in Bangla.
The ending with some twists deliveres finest yet one of the strangest performances by Uttam
Kumar.The film evolves into a courtroom drama midway and the duel between the characters
of Kamal Mitra and Utpal Dutta as the two opposing lawyers, raises few scenes to a different
level of brilliance.The inherent dark humor and some deliberate comic reliefs in the courtroom
scenes make it one of best courtroom dramas in Bangla.The film also has brilliant performances
by Bikash Roy and Sabitri Chatterjee along with some stereotypical portrayal of father-
daughter duo by Pahari Sanyal and Sharmila Thakur. Even today, the film is relevant and can
serve as a textbook on writing thrillers.

ASHITE ASHIONA (1967)
Director: Sree Jayadratha
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Well, Bhanu Banerjee needs no introduction and you know you’re up for a joyride when he is
the lead character of a movie. Ashite Ashiona is a fantastic mixture of comedy and fantasy.
This is arguably one of the best works by Bhanu Bannerjee along with Jamalaye Jibanta
Manush and Bhanu Goyenda Jahar Assistant. However, this film gets the edge due to its subject
and uniqueness in the story which is an eighty year old man accidentally finding a pond which
makes him young again. The film carefully walks through the thin line between slapstick
comedy and forceful laughter. Ruma Guha Thakurta, Asit Baran, Rabi ghosh and off course
Jahor Roy compliments and enriches the story while setting it class apart from regular comedy
movie.

GOLPO HOLEO SOTTYTI (1966)
Director: Tapan Sinha

Well, technically this is not underrated but we still think it should deserve more recognition
than it gets now. In many forums, it has been recommended as a comedy or family drama, but
Golpo Holeo Shottyi is much more than that. The film is layered and wrapped with pure joy
and it always gives you a feel of watching a family next door. It portrays the generation gap
and the economic disparity among the brothers in a magnificent way. The film teaches us so
many things without being preachy. Rabi Ghosh in his portrayal of Dhanajay is more relatable
than his Hindi counterpart. The supporting casts are filled with fabulous actors Bhanu
Bannerjee, Ajoy Ganguly, Chaya devi, Bharati Devi and others. The movie is like a masterclass
of comedy writing with variety of comedy styles — it has sarcastic comedy, dark humor,
slapstick Charlie-chaplin-fast-paced laugh along with wonderful pop culture references like
Chaya devi talking about a movie starring Chaya devi. Arguably one of the best movies made
by Tapan Sinha.

This list is in no way conclusive and of course, there are many other movies which can be
added to this list (we can probably fill up the list only with Tapan Sinha or Tarun Majumdar
films).
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However, these films probably best showcase how versatile and rich Bangla films of Golden
era were. The films not only had a vast range of genre and subject, but also received critical
acclaim along with box office success.These films actually paved way for other filmmakers to
go ahead experiment with different subjects so much that the impact of these films can still be
seen in recent Bangla movies.

Although Golden era is a superficial term for any evolving art form, we simply cannot ignore
the impact of these movies in the history of Bangla cinema.
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6 Missing Children
Peter Wan(Areehah Saha)

Berlin, Germany

6 children went missing
Latest information

6 school students while walking home from school and went missing and never returned. The school students that
went missing were Susan Hunter, Patrika Hunter, Karen Snap, James Washington, Alexander Wing, Chris Mantel.
All in 5th grade at the age of 11 and Studied at the school named Beverly primary school on 365 Elm Street. It was
indescribable what I saw must have been the scariest thing ever I went to Beverly primary school ever since the
age of 8. It was a beautiful and wonderful school but many unexpected things happened at this beautiful school
like kids losing their lunches or teachers randomly passing out this was abnormal, but no one thought much of it
until a crime scene happened at exactly 2:00 AM after mr David got stabbed in the head school was off for 3 whole
months but no one knew exactly why this happened then, after school reopened a weird new teacher taught our
math class and he was the cause of the murder his name was Mr Dark.

But I got a job at petes even though I didn’t pass school but 10 years after that incident the school reopoend and
mr dark was back and he was even more dedlier since the last time every day a child would go missing and would
appear dead on the maple leaf trees. But no one knew this untill it happened more frequently. Children started
spotting it and anyone who said anything died on the same maple leaf tree untill a teacher contacted the police
about this the only reason I know this is because of the principal who was a good friend of mine he was really kind
and never really questioned Mr dark that much but even Mr Tuchoa Didn’t know why he was teaching in the first
place since he never hired him in the first place he just appeared. 1 peculiar thing about Dark Is that he sometimes
taught math or taught English class he always interchanged between them both but after his lessons were over he
would specificly take 6 children from the fifth grade to The Upstairs and after 3 days of killing and stabbing he
would then stop for a breif 2 days and after 1 year of these crimes he got Cuffed and sent to jail and was killed due
to suicide and the missing children were paid respects and the school was closed down for Good. But the suicide
was just a theory because of blood marks in his cell but he could have just fooled every one who knows he could
have could have not its still unkown but for now he could be running an Alias So do not trust anyone.
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Lord Ganesha
Srisa Bhattacharya
8 years
Berlin, Germany

Lord Ganesha is the son of Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati. Lord Ganesha is easily recognized
with his elephant head and human body. He was created by his mother , Goddess Parvati using
clay which is moulded into the shape of a boy. Lord Shiva didn't know that Ganesha is his son.
One day Ganesha refused to let Lord Shiva enter his home because Goddess Parvati was taking
a bath there. As a result, Lord Shiva was angry and decapitated Ganesha's head. When Lord
Shiva understood that he cut off his own son's head then he told Lord Brahma to bring the head
of the first living being. Brahma found an elephant and brought the elephant's head and placed
it on Ganesha. Everyone was happy to see him
alive.

As per the traditions, Lord Ganesha is
worshipped first before beginning any Puja. Lord
Ganesha is worshipped as the God of wisdom,
prosperity and good fortune.

Lord Kartikeya is the brother of Lord Ganesha.
One day Lord Shiva decided to present his sons
with the challenge in which both of his sons had
to circle the world three times. The one who wins
the race would get the fruit of wisdom. So
~ Kartikeya and Ganesha agreed to take part in the
competition.

' Ganesha's vehicle is a mouse and Kartikeya's
vehicle is a peacock. As the race started
Kartikeya sat on the peacock and flew into the air.
At his own pace , Ganesha walked towards his
parents and started circling them three times.
After that he stood before his parents with folded
hands. He said with utmost humility that his
o= e arents meant the world to him as they created
e ‘5:“7 Bl”“{éﬂd\&l‘\la Elm Lord Shiva was very pleased with Ganesha
and declared him the winner and the fruit of wisdom was bestowed upon him. This is how
Ganesha used his knowledge to win the contest.
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Ganesha’s Mouse
Aarjohee Saha
8 Years
Berlin, Germany

Many years ago, there was a wicked demon named Gajamugasuran. Like most of the cruel demons he was an ardent devotee
of the destroyer of the universe, Lord Shiva. Pleased with his devotion, Lord Shiva granted him a boon. Gajamugasuran thought
for a while before asking for his boon and then said, “My Lord Shiva, please make me so powerful that no weapon can destroy
me.” Gajamugasuran became very proud and boastful after the Lord granted the boon because he thought he was the most
powerful living being! Becoming so proud and arrogant, he started disturbing the Gods. Tired of his torture the Gods went to
Lord Shiva to seek for help. The Lord sent his trustworthy son Ganesha to help the Gods. Ganesha went with many powerful
weapons to destroy Gajamugasuran, but all his weapons were useless, because Gajamugasuran was granted by Shiva that no
weapon could destroy him.

Seeing his weapons the demon laughed and said, “Ganesha your attempts to destroy me are completely harmless to me and
you might as well go back and accept your defeat. You convey this to all the Gods.” After saying this Gajamugasuran took the
form of a little mouse and ran towards Ganesha. Ganesha was very clever and instantly sat on the mouse. Gajamugasuran
could not bear the weight and was forced to accept his defeat.

He then had to apologize for his deeds to Ganesha though unwillingly. After this incident Lord Ganesha is always carried by
a mouse as his "bahon’.

36



THE 4 SEASONS
Abhigjna Sinha Roy
9 Years
Frankfurt, Germany

We bring life to the world.
Without us the birds will not sing,
The flowers will not bloom,
The bees will not buzz,

The leaves will not fall,

No snow to make snowman...

Can you guess who we are?
We are the 4 seasons.
Spring-Summer-Autumn-Winter
We work with the nature to bring colours and happiness.
We love the nature, we love our EARTH.
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Aeindra Saha, 11 years

Berlin, Germany
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Deepra Banerjee, 12 years
Singapore
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Singapore
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Aarjohee Saha 8 Years
Berlin, Germany




Saranya Dey, 6 years
Berlin, Germany
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Halona fau [

Halona Paul, 17 years
Berlin, Germany
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Aditi Srivastava, 10 years
Dhanbad, India
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Tyasha Sarkar, 11 Years
Berlin, Germany
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Abhigjna Sinha Roy, 9 Years
Frankfurt, Germany
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Srisa Bhattacharya, 7 years
Berlin, Germany
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Tiyasha Sarkar, 10 years
Berlin, Germany
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Satadru Dutta, 9 years
Berlin, Germany
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Pritha Das, Germany
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Mayurakshi Das
Kolkata, West Bengal, India
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Taniya Sen
Berlin, Germany
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Sohini Chakraborty Kolkata,
West Bengal, India
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Taniya Banerjee
Berlin, Germany
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Shanaia Dutta,

Berlin, Germany
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Sridatri

Berlin

59



‘VYNNV7/A B Ll" "

~

(& | L
N.‘u s LY

Suvo Das
Berlin, Germany
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Satyam Roy Chowdhury
Kolkata,India
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Suvojit Das
Kolkata, West Bengal, India
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Arunava Ghosh
Kolkata, West Bengal, India
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