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The Fly and the Sun

Akansha Choudhury, Kolkata

The fly had a dream- to fly up to the Sun. She was attracted to the splendid radiance of the Sun. She
had always liked the Sun but her fondness grew by leaps and bounds when one day she got wet in the
faucet of a household and flew outside the window.

There the rays of the Sun soothed her, dried her up, gave back her life to her. And she fell in love. But
was the Sun in love with her? Yes, she thought. After all, He had caressed her back with His rays and
revived her.

Her limited intelligence did not put forth the fact that the Sun had innumerable rays that caressed
innumerable creatures. They caressed plants, larger animals and humans! What chance would she stand
against the beauty and intelligence of the best of humans? She did not care for the answer, for the
question never occurred to her. And so, she started her flight. The rays of the Sun were like His fingers
guiding her. She enjoyed the flight for some time until her wings started to tire.

The same fingers now dug into her and made her uncomfortable. But stop she must not. She had to get
to the Sun. She continued flying and the more distance she covered, the more she was exhausted.

Now the rays of the Sun were scorching her, she was breathless and her vision was blurry. But she
continued. A little while later she could see no more. The intense light of the Sun turned into an all-
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prevailing black void but though she couldn't see the Sun, she could feel His fire, she could feel it
burning her body, draining her, clutching hard the life that He had once given her back. The fly could
not go anymore and gradually the heat, the void, the ordeal all stopped existing, only a shrill sound
existed for a moment and then all was still.

The next day, the community sweeper swept away the fly’s lifeless body along with dead leaves and
refuse that had accumulated on the pavement. He couldn't hear the songs that the fly had sung when she
fell in love with the Sun for the first time, nor could he see the colors that had made up the fly's world
when she decided to meet with the Sun. But he felt, and was thankful for, the warm rays that caressed
his back on a cold winter morning.
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Him
Rwitabrata Chatterje, Barast, India

I have seen my father
Only as a father
Not as the boy
Who was once

Careless, laces untied
Patting the back

Of his long
Lost friend

I have seen my father
Only as a father
Not as a guy
In his youth
Swearing his
Undying love
To someone
He lost somewhere

I have seen my father
Only as a father
Not as the man

Lighting his father's
Face, for one last time
And not as the son
Who held his mother's
Face in his hands
When she wept

Tell me the tale
Of that young male
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o Everything that fits
? (A short play)

Diya Deb

Characters:

Grandma (70) -. Came to this country at the age of twenty-two and got married. She never could
return to visit her parents. Over the years, she and her husband moved from apartment to apartment
before finally creating a home of their own.

Mother (47) - Her daughter. A single mother. Practical, impatient, fiercely protective of her family
and short tempered. She has learned to survive by carrying only what is necessary.

Daughter TARA (17) - The third generation. Born and raised here. Restless, funny, curious,
dramatic. Old enough to understand that something is ending, but too young to know what it means.

SECURITY OFFICER — At the airport. Mostly indifferent to the enormity of what the family is
leaving behind and focused on doing his job efficiently.

SCENE:

A modest living room. Cluttered and cramped. An overfilled old plastic suitcase in the centre of the
stage. Clothes photographs, books, kitchen utensils and documents scattered across the floor around
it.

Starts with the clock ticking.
The loud music of Taylor Swift playing...

MOTHER enters, carrying a folder of documents.

MOTHER

Tara!

No response.

MOTHER: TARA !!!! (Iouder voice)

No response..

(stomps in and switches off the music) - Hurry up Tara . We are getting late.
TARA (offstage) Mamaa! (annoyed)

TARA enters, switches the music back on.

TARA: We still have half an hour.

MOTHER: Exactly (rolling her eyes)

GRANDMOTHER: enters carrying a small collection of spices. She drops one. It clatters onto the
floor.

GRANDMOTHER (muttering): Pack these.

MOTHER: What?(over the loud music).

. GRANDMOTHER: Give me a small bag

P MOTHER: What? (loud)

Q. GRANDMOTHER: A small...
Q\\C) ¥, u
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MOTHER: What.. Mother?...I can't hear you! G‘“
TARA reluctantly switches off the music O
MOTHER : (looks at the spices with a shocked expression, and then distracted , counting the
passports) - Ma surely we can't take all these. We will never be allowed at the security and we have
luggage limits.

GRANDMOTHER: Why not? (She lifts a small jar) Don't you remember how your father liked this
one in his stew? Do we leave this smell behind? He would always say it was the smell of home.

TARA: (comes forward and sniffs, makes a face)Oh my goodness... it's the smell of my eyes
burning.
(after a pause) and 1 also think it will be too spicy.

MOTHER: (snatches away the spices and places them beside the suitcase with a bang and the spice
spills over a bit on one of the documents ).

Oh no..Oh no...( She wipes it frantically) Now look at this. Such a mess. Ma please just carry the
essentials. This is craziness. We can't have spice stained documents. Please..

GRANDMOTHER: It deserves to come with us and it will.
MOTHER : No it absolutely doesn't.

GRANDMOTHER: But you used to love it as a child. Didn't you?
MOTHER: Now I don't.

GRANDMOTHER You used to.

GRANDMOTHER turns and walks away angry and upset. MOTHER watches her go and then picks
up a framed photograph. It is a photograph of herself, young and radiant, dancing with a man in a
Suit.

She smiles despite herself.

She puts it carefully into the suitcase.

TARA enters and immediately takes it out and looks at the photograph.

TARA: (frowns and smiles) Mom you look so pretty ... was this really you ... and dad? How come I
have never seen you dance like this ever?

MOTHER: (sighs)Well we also did not end up loving each other like this (rubs her tired eyes).
Hubh... now stop distracting me and go along...

TARA: I don't understand ( shaking her head). Then why are you carrying it with you? He is gone.
We don't even know if he is alive or dead.

MOTHER takes the photograph from her and puts it back in the suitcase.

MOTHER: Because I said so. Now pack fast ... Get my laptop charger. Quick..

TARA rolls her eyes and leaves muttering under her breath.

GRANDMOTHER returns carrying an enormous red flowing wedding dress. She tries tucking it in as
the Mother looks away and takes out the photo frame.
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et MOTHER: No No. Ma. No... [ have already told you. This weighs 2 kgs. Why do we need to carry - )
9 this? No one is getting married. ]
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GRANDMOTHER : Who knows, I might (cheekily smiles) .(pauses) It's pure silk. Very expensive
these days.

MOTHER: Ma

GRANDMOTHER (waves the photo frame) : neither are you... why are you carrying this piece of
shit?

MOTHER: Are you serious ? You want to take a forty year old wedding garment with you?

GRANDMOTHER: (She looks at the pile of silk ). This is what I wore. I was twenty-two.
She touches the fabric.
GRANDMOTHER: I came here with only this and a .. a very small suitcase.

MOTHER: I know. I know(impatiently)
GRANDMOTHER: (snapped) No you don't.

Silence.

GRANDMOTHER:I didn't know anyone. I didn't know the city, Ididn't know the language. [ didn't
know if I loved your father.

MOTHER : But you married him.

GRANDMOTHER: Yes I did. Rather he married me.

A small smile.

GRANDMOTHER: Must say it was a very efficient arrangement.

MOTHER laughs despite herself.

GRANDMOTHER: We got married. I got my citizenship papers. And then somehow—
She looks around the room.

GRANDMOTHER:—there was a life.

Mother's voice softens.

MOTHER: We can't take this along Ma. Let's keep it here. Carry the memories with you.
GRANDMOTHER: (in a low voice) But they are fading.

TARA: (walks in with a headphone) : Why are we taking things from a place we are leaving, That's
so unhinged. (Gets a ukulele from the corner).. But I need to take this. I can't surely leave this behind.

GRANDMOTHER: What's wrong with you...now you want to take a Ukulele and I can't even take
these spices along?

TARA: Priorities Granny. Priorities (and chuckles). I am learning this instrument. I can't surely leave

Q\LC) this behind. What if I don't get the same m&a—&he&—a% 3\
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MOTHER: Keep it back TARA. We have no clue what we are going to get there. So just leave it
behind.

TARA: (makes a face) but keeps it beside the suitcase. After so much practice and so many
applications I finally got admission in the music school here and now I don't even know... (and trails
off) .

Tara’s phone rings. She answers on one ring.

TARA:Hello?

Gets up and walks away from them to the corner of the room.

TARA (anxiously) : Love—

GRANDMOTHER looks at MOTHER.

TARA: You know I love you, right?

MOTHER raises an eyebrow.

TARA: No, I do. I have always loved you ... for the last few months. (Pause) We were never in a
situation-ship ever.

GRANDMOTHER covers a smile.

TARA:You are such an idiot.

She listens.

TARA: What?

She looks at the suitcase.

TARA: Of course I'm taking the artwork.

She smiles.

TARA: Yes yes ..the one you made for me.

She listens.

TARA: We'll call.

Another pause.

TARA: There is WhatsApp. There is Snapchat. There is—

She stops.

TARA: I know.

Quietly.

TARA: I know.

She hangs up.

Silence.

MOTHER looks at her watch.

MOTHER: Mom, Tara we have 10 mins more ... Please hurry up. We will miss the flight. I hope
you know the weight limit of our check in luggage. (drags her laptop bag and a few files and tries to
tuck in the files into her laptop bag ... fails and then tries the suitcase once again.)

TARA picks up a large framed digital painting

TARA: Mum.

MOTHER:What now?

TARA:This has to come with us... please

MOTHER:What is it?

TARA:Farukh's painting.

MOTHER: (looks at it sceptically) A painting? It’s made on a computer, sweetheart. It’s not really a
painting if'i can say so .I have an idea. Take a photograph of it.

TARA:What?

MOTHER:Take a photograph of it. With yx&&eﬂe:%%
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TARA:It's not the same.

MOTHER:You can save it on the cloud or whatever.

TARA:I don't want it like that. I would like to have it with me. Probably my last memory with
Farukh...

MOTHER:Tara—(angrily)

TARA: (shrieks) but this is so unfair

TARA:(voice cracking and in tears) Grandma gets to take letters from a dead man and I can't take a
painting from someone I love?

MOTHER: Enough. Not a word anymore.

TARA:Why?

MOTHER:Because I am saying so...

TARA:It's always enough with you.

MOTHER: You don't know what you're talking about.

TARA (raising her voice) :Neither do you!

Silence.

MOTHER: [ won't allow you to speak about your grandfather like that.

Silence

GRANDMOTHER :(slowly)You know what nobody tells you about leaving?

When I came here, | thought leaving meant getting on a flight.

I was twenty-two.

Little did know I was leaving the smell of my mother's kitchen. The sound of my father's slippers.
The crack in the wall beside my bed. The sound of the woman sweeping the courtyard.

You think you're leaving a country.

You're not.

You're leaving thousands of tiny things nobody else will even know you lost.

We moved so many times. So many apartments. So many things we left behind because there was no
room to carry them. Every time, we left something behind. A chair. A table. A curtain.

(She looks around the room.)

And then we found this place.

(She looks at her daughter tenderly.)

A few months before you were born.

You know... there were so many cockroaches.

(She chuckles through her tears. TARA grimaces.)

Big ones. Very confident ones too.

Your father used to chase them with a slipper while I screamed from the kitchen

She laughs.

I told him they had been living here longer than we had, so technically we were the intruders in their
lives.

(A pause. She touches the wall gently.)

It wasn't much.

But you were bom here.

And somehow... that made it home.

(She looks at the suitcase.)

I remember thinking, the first night you slept here—

"We're not moving again."”

(Silence.)
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I didn't know then how much I would come to love these walls.
Or how hard it would be to leave them.

( Black out)

The clock ticks.

MOTHER looks at her watch.

MOTHER

We really have to go.

She begins closing the suitcase.

GRANDMOTHER: Pack the family photo album.
MOTHER: Check the passports and certificates.
TARA:Where's my charger?"

MOTHER and GRANDMOTHER laugh

TARA (quietly says) : My whole life is on that phone.

( Black out)

SCENE TWO

Airport security.

Three trays sit on a conveyor belt.

The three women stand in line.

They are tired.

They have been traveling for hours.

They do not look back.

A SECURITY OFFICER gestures to the trays.

SECURITY OFFICER: Laptops out. Liquids out. Jackets off.
They start emptying their pockets.

SECURITY OFFICER: Phone, keys, coins. Everything in the tray, please.
SECURITY OFFICER: Any liquids?

TARA: Does lip balm count?

SECURITY OFFICER: Yes.

TARA That's aggressive.

The SECURITY OFFICER doesn't react. GRANDMOTHER empties her pockets.
She takes out a small house key and keeps it on the tray and then picks up and throws away in the bin
MOTHER: You still had that?

GRANDMOTHER: Of course. We don't need it anymore.
MOTHER: I know.

TARA: We're never coming back, are we?

Mother : Not now for sure.

TARA: That's not what I asked.

Silence.

Mother: I guess ....No.

TARA looks at her.

TARA: So what are we?

(4 pause.)

Migrants? Refugees?

MOTHER:Does it matter?

TARA:I think it does ...

GRANDMOTHER: Maybe or maybe not.

Some people leave maybe because they want something different.

¥ . %
-QF = 8@ ,7“_.‘%. &
b o 9 Q ¢ °)
v : — = : :




Some leave because they need something different.
And some ... some.... because staying is no longer possible.

MOTHER: And some don't leave at all. They just spend the rest of their lives wishing they did.
TARA.: So which ones are we?

Mother looks at her.

Mother : We're people who left home.

(She takes Tara's hand.)

Let everyone else decide what to call us.

The SECURITY OFFICER gestures impatiently.

SECURITY OFFICER: Madam. Please.

Mother: Yes. Let's go. We are holding up international security with our family baggage.
(4 small smile.)

TARA: "When we arrive... will that place become our home?"

GRANDMOTHER (smiles): Probably not

(A pause.)

But one day, someone will call it home because we arrived."
They walk forward.

BLACKOUT.

END
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LEFT: NETZE, LEINEN UND KANISTER ERZAHLEN VOM ALLTAG AUF DEM WASSER. JETZT LIEGT
DAS BOOT STILL, UMGEBEN YON DEN SPIEGELUNGEN DER WOLKEN.

KOSMO FOTO MONO 100 | ENTWICKELT IN 510 PYRO

RIGHT: DAS LICHT ZEICHNET DIE ARCHITEKTUR AUS DER DUNKELHEIT. FENSTER, DIAGONALEN UND
DIE STRUKTUR DES BETONS GEBEN DEM RAUM KONTUR, WAHREND VIELES IM SCHATTEN
VERBORGEN BLEIBT.

ILFORD PAN F PLUS | ENTWICKELT IN 510 PYRO

BOTTOM: HELLE FELSWANDE UBER DUNKLEN WALDERN, DAZWISCHEN TIEFE SCHATTEN. DER
BLICK AUF DIE ZUGSPITZE VOM

ZUGSPITZBLICK IN OSTERREICH - FESTGEHALTEN IN SCHWARZWEIS, MIT DEM SICHTBAREN KORN
DES KENTMERE 400.

KENTMERE 4H0OO0 | ENTWICKELT IN 510 PYRO

- STEPHAN LEISER, AALEN, DEUTSCHLAND
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THE DYNAMICITY OF A LIFE: THROUGH THE FOG, INTO THE LIFE. A VARIETY OF PHOTOGRAPHS
CAPTURED BY ARIJIT PATRA FROM BERLIN, GERMANY



THROUGH THE EYES OF A DIRECTOR: HOW LIGHT TRAVELLED THROUGH EMPTINESS, FINDING THE
FRAMES IT LOVED, UNTIL WEARY FROM ITS JOURNEY, IT FELL LIKE SILK CURTAINS AT THE END OF
A THEATRE'S FINAL ACT.

DIRECTOR: ANIBOROTO SARKAR, BERLIN, GERMANY




= 5

=
IS THE MAKER GOD, OR IS GOD THE MAKER? Q> 552
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His house upon-
the mountain.
His livestock

beneath his gaze.

HIS HOUSE UPON THE MOUNTAIN. HIS LIVESTOCK BENEATH HIS GAZE.

PHOTOGRAPHER: TANIYA BANERJEE, BERLIN, GERMANY




WHEN YOU WERE WITH ME,

IT FELT LIKE ETERNAL BLISS.
WHEN YOU LEFT,

IT BECAME A NEVER-ENDING HALF-TRUTH.
LEFTOVERS OF A FOREVER THAT NEVER WAS.

PHOTOGRAPHER: DIPANJAN DAS, BERLIN, GERMANY
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TANIYA BANERJEE
(@TANIYA_ARTWORKS)




SHREYA ROY




POULAMI GHOSH
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Our future Artists

Ajooni Khullar
Age - 3y

Ajooni Khullar
Age - 3y




Our future Artists

Aarjohee Saha
Age - 11y
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Our future Artists

Kiana panda
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Mayra Barik
Age - sy
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